
 

B. The divine truth to be accepted by faith 

alone (vv. 9-13): 

 

1. The simple plan of salvation: BELIEVING 

(v.9); CONFESSING (v.10); and CALLING 

(v.13).  

 

2. The assurance that the Lord hears when we 

call and that we will not be ashamed (vv.11-

12). 

 

C. The devout accountability of the believ-

ers (vv.14-17). It means that we are seri-

ous and earnest of our accountability 

before God and men. 

 

1. The need for surrendered preachers to be sent 

(vv. 14-15). The ekklesia is a sending institu-

tion.  

 

2. The need for each faithful member to preach 

(v.15). 

 

3. The need to believe in the authority of the 

Word of God (vv.16-17) even if people will not 

believe (Isa. 55:11). 

 

 

 

 We can be so fatalistic 

with our doctrine on sover-

eignty that we tend to totally 

dismiss the reality of human 

responsibility. While we be-

lieve wholeheartedly on the doctrine of the sovereign 

grace, we also believe that man is thoroughly responsi-

ble for his own life and actions. He will answer to God, 

his  Creator and Judge. The same is true with us, as be-

lievers of the Lord we are all accountable before God 

and men (Rom. 1:14-16). And so, in this chapter we find 

Paul declaring his desires for Israel to come to the sav-

ing grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the devout ac-

countability of every believer of the Lord toward His 

Gospel.  

MESSAGE 

 

A. The desire of Paul for his countrymen (vv.1

-8). 

 

1. Brought about by his love for Israel (v.1). 

 

2. Brought about by Israel’s ignorance of the Gospel 

 (vv. 2-3). 

 

3. Brought about by his desire to lead them to Christ 

Who is our Righteousness and only accepted by 

faith (vv.4-8). Believing in Christ is not thinking 

of the impossibility but believing alone in His 

Word and accepting it as divine truth (vv.6-8).  
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That if thou shalt confess with thy 

mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath 

raised him from the dead,  
thou shalt be saved. 

For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the 

mouth confession is made  
unto salvation.– Rom. 10:9-10 
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CONCLUSION 

 The example of the Prophet Isaiah should chal-

lenge us to be faithful to our accountability. Isaiah nev-

er stopped preaching for 60 years. Did he complain 

before God? Yes he did! Has he grown tired physically? 

Of course he did. God even made him an object lesson 

for Israel to his own shame to know their standing be-

fore God, that he remained steadfast—motivated by his 

holy boldness (Isa. 20:2-4; 47:3; Rom. 10:20). The 

name Isaiah means “the salvation of Jehovah” yet in 60 

years of his ministry, none was converted (Rom. 10:21). 

But that never made him quit because he believed in 

God’s sovereignty (Isa. 55:11). How about us today 

when the Lord even promised that we will do greater 

works than what He did (John 14:12)? Be dedicated 

and give your life to the Lord. Be ever bold in serving 

Him and preaching His Word (Isa. 20:2-4; 2 Tim.4:2).  

—BMA’s Messages, 07.24.16 
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A Commentary on Romans Chapter 10:1-11 

By Matthew Henry 

The scope of the apostle in this part of the chapter is to show 

the vast difference between the righteousness of the law and 

the righteousness of faith, and the great pre-eminence of the 

righteousness of faith above that of the law; that he might in-

duce and persuade the Jews to believe in Christ, aggravate the 

folly and sin of those that refused, and justify God in the rejec-

tion of such refusers. 

I. Paul here professes his good affection to the Jews, with the 

reason of it (Rom. 10:1, 2), where he gives them a good wish, 

and a good witness. 

1.  A good wish (Rom. 10:1), a wish that they might be 

saved—saved from the temporal ruin and destruction that 

were coming upon them—saved from the wrath to come, eter-

nal wrath, which was hanging over their heads. It is implied in this wish 

that they might be convinced and converted; he could not pray in faith 

that they might be saved in their unbelief. Though Paul preached 

against them, yet he prayed for them. Herein he was merciful, as God is, 

who is not willing that any should perish (2 Pet. 3:9), desires not the 

death of sinners. It is our duty truly and earnestly to desire the salva-

tion of our own. This, he says, was his heart’s desire and prayer, which 

intimates, (1.) The strength and sincerity of his desire. It was his heart’s 

desire; it was not a formal compliment, as good wishes are with many 

from the teeth outward, but a real desire. This it was before it was his 

prayer. The soul of prayer is the heart’s desire. Cold desires do but beg 

denials; we must even breathe out our souls in every prayer. (2.) The 

offering up of this desire to God. It was not only his heart’s desire, but it 

was his prayer. There may be desires in the heart, and yet no prayer, 

unless those desires be presented to God. Wishing and woulding, if that 

be all, are not praying. 

2.  A good witness, as a reason of his good wish (Rom. 10:2): I bear 

them record that they have a zeal of God. The unbelieving Jews were 

the most bitter enemies Paul had in the world, and yet Paul gives them 

as good a character as the truth would bear. We should say the best we 

can even of our worst enemies; this is blessing those that curse us. 

Charity teaches us to have the best opinion of persons, and to put the 

best construction upon words and actions, that they will bear. We 

should take notice of that which is commendable even in bad people. 

They have a zeal of God. Their opposition to the gospel is from a princi-

ple of respect to the law, which they know to have come from God. 

There is such a thing as a blind misguided zeal: such was that of the 

Jews, who, when they hated Christ’s people and ministers, and cast 

them out, said, Let the Lord be glorified (Isa. 66:5); nay, they killed 

them, and thought they did God good service, John 16:2. 
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