
term by a Greek word meaning, “propitiate” in Eng-

lish. The mercy seat played a central role when the 

high priest entered the Holy of Holies on the Day of 

Atonement. On that day the high priest had to 

sprinkle blood on the mercy seat in order to come 

before the Lord’s presence (Lev. 16:14-15). 

 

3.3. The Cherubim (Ezek. 1:10) - on top of the 

mercy seat were two cherubim facing each other 

with their wings outstretched and touching. The 

cherubim appeared to hover protectively over the 

ark and the mercy seat. The golden cherubim were 

closer to the presence of the Lord than any other 

item associated with the tabernacle (Genesis 3). 

The cherubim were only associated with the highest 

or most prominent individuals of their day. Their 

presence over the mercy seat bore testimony to the 

supreme importance of the Lord. He was to a sov-

ereign King. The emphasis on the wings of the 

cherubim may relate to their ability to move about 

between Heaven and earth in the presence of the 

Lord. The cherubim were the clearest evidence of 

God’s presence. Seeing them was as close as man 

could come to seeing God. All the furnishings were 

gold. This teaches us that the closer we come to the 

Lord, the purer we become. 

       

 

 

3. The Inner Sanctuary 

or the Holy of Holies—the 

most important part of 

the Tabernacle. 

 

3.1. The Ark (Exodus 25:10-16)—was made of 

acacia (shitim) wood and the exterior and interior of 

the ark were covered with gold. The ark performs a two

-fold function. First, it was a repository for certain 

items relating to God to His people. The ark was first of 

all to contain the covenant bound the Lord to His peo-

ple (Exod. 25:16, 21). According to Deuteronomy 10:3, 

the tablets containing the Ten Commandments were 

placed in this ark. The ark also contained Aaron’s rod. 

When Korah rebelled against the will of God and 

sought the priesthood for himself (Numbers 16), God 

reconfirmed Aaronic line of priesthood by miraculously 

causing Aaron’s rod to bud while the other rods did not 

(Numbers 17). The second function of the ark was to 

provide a meeting place for God and His people. His 

meeting with His people was directly connected to their 

obedience to His covenant.  

 

3.2. The Mercy Seat (Exodus 25:17). On top of 

the ark was the mercy seat constructed of pure gold. 

The exact thickness of the pure gold mercy seat is not 

stated. The meaning of the term mercy seat is related to 

its function. The Hebrew term has traditionally been 

understood to mean “to cover.” The Greek version of 

the Old Testament called the Septuagint, translates the 
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6 But who is able to build him an 
house, seeing the heaven and heav-
en of heavens cannot contain him? 
who am I then, that I should build 
him an house, save only to burn 

sacrifice before him? 
 

—2 Chronicles 2:6— 



NOTHING SHALL OUR MOUTH SPEAK  
BUT THE BLESSING OF THE WORD  

AND THE GLORY OF GOD. 
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CONCLUSION 

 The Temple could have been built with 

cheaper materials with less trouble but Solomon 

was given great wisdom and in his wisdom, he re-

alized that the building of the Temple was not the 

place to save money. This building was built as a 

place for worship of the God who created the uni-

verse. The great lesson is that we should always 

offer God our best. We often keep back our best 

for ourselves or for those we highly esteem. We 

should realize that nothing we will ever do on 

earth deserves more of our time, money and talent 

than the service of the Lord. When we put our 

hearts into the service of the Lord and our atti-

tudes are right, we will want to do our best and 

give our best. Solomon and the people of Israel 

gave their best to God and their efforts challenge 

us to do likewise. 

 

APPLICATION 

  

 God’s magnificent glory should be reflected 

in everything we do for Him. Our BEST for HIS 

GLORY (1 Cor. 10:31)! 

 

—BP’s Messages/David Robinson, 

Through the Bible/John R. Master,  Time-

ly Truths from the Tabernacle 12.04.16 

 

 

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on  

1 Corinthians 10:31 KJV 

The apostle takes occasion from this discourse to lay down a 

rule for Christians’ conduct, and apply it to this particular case 

(1 Cor. 10:31, 32), namely, that in eating and drinking, and in all 

we do, we should aim at the glory of God, at pleasing and hon-

ouring him. This is the fundamental principle of practical godli-

ness. The great end of all practical religion must direct us 

where particular and express rules are wanting. Nothing must 

be done against the glory of God, and the good of our neigh-

bours, connected with it. Nay, the tendency of our behaviour to 

the common good, and the credit of our holy religion, should 

give direction to it. And therefore nothing should be done by us 

to offend any, whether Jew, or Gentile, or the church, 1 Cor. 

10:32. The Jews should not be unnecessarily grieved nor preju-

diced, who have such an abhorrence of idols that they reckon 

every thing offered to them thereby defiled, and that it will 

pollute and render culpable all who partake of it; nor should 

heathens be countenanced in their idolatry by any behaviour of 

ours, which they may construe as homage or honour done to 

their idols; nor young converts from Gentilism take any encour-

agement from our conduct to retain any veneration for the hea-

then gods and worship, which they have renounced: nor should 

we do any thing that may be a means to pervert any members of 

the church from their Christian profession or practice. Our own 

humour and appetite must not determine our practice, but the 

honour of God and the good and edification of the church. We 

should not so much consult our own pleasure and interest as the 

advancement of the kingdom of God among men. Note, A Chris-

tian should be a man devoted to God, and of a public spirit.  
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