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Our Memory Verse

27 But will God indeed dwell on the
earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of
heavens cannot contain thee;
how much less this house
that I have builded?

28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer
of thy servant, and to his supplication, O
Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and
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to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth
before thee to day:
— 1 KINGS 8:27-28—

Lesson No. 39: THE TEMPLE DEDICATION
1Kings 8:1-9:28; 2 Chronicles 5:1-1:22

As we study the dedi-

cation of the Temple, we

should keep in mind that
God through His Holy
Spirit dwells in the hearts

STRAIGHT FROM THE
BELOVED PASTOR’S HEART

of His own people and not in buildings made
with men’s hands (Acts 17:24). Solomon gathered
the people not just to dedicate the Temple but to re-
dedicate themselves to God’s service. Solomon could
well be speaking these words to us today, “Let your
heart therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, to
walk in His statutes and to keep His commandments,
as at this day” (1 Kings 8:61). What was the difference
between the Tabernacle and the Temple? And why did
the Israelites change from one to the other? The Taber-
nacle was a portable place of worship designed for the
people as they were traveling toward the Promised
Land. A Tabernacle is a tent. The Temple was a perma-
nent place to worship God after the Israelites were at

peace in their land.

MESSAGE

A. God’s Glory Fills the Temple (1 Kings 8:1-
6, 10-11). As grand as the Temple was, it was empty
without the furnishings from the Tabernacle, especially
the ark of the covenant. The crowning part of the con-
struction of the Temple was bringing the ark into the
Temple and putting the building to its intended use.

The priests carried the ark. Solomon was in
charge of the service and the entire nation was ei-
ther present or represented at the dedication. Other

activities were set aside for this great occasion.

1.  There is a lesson here about timely service to
the Lord. The Temple would be dedicated only
once, and it was imperative that those who wanted
to be a part of this service leave off their other pur-
suits and attend the service. Never miss any oppor-
tunity that God is giving you to serve and worship

Him whenever they occur (1 Kings 8:1-3).

2. There were so many animals sacrifices made
on this day that they could not be counted. This
taught a great lesson that without the shedding of
blood there could be no remission of sin (Heb.

9:22).

3. These sacrificial animals were worth a lot of
money but this was a special occasion and no cost
was spared to show reverence and respect to the
Lord (1 Kings 8:5).

4. In cheerful giving, we offer to the Lord no less
than our best or without really thinking or feeling

that we are sacrificing for it (2 Samuel 24:24).
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5. God’s glory filled the Temple and He hon-
ored this dedication service by His presence. The
cloud indicated God’s willingness to accept the
worship of the people of Israel and hear their

prayers (1 Kings 8:10-11).

B.
ness (1 Kings 8:18-21). At any great event, it is

Solomon’s Message on God’s Faithful-

important to look back at the history of God’s
faithfulness and goodness not only in the life of
our Ekklesia but in our individual lives as well.

1. It is always best and beneficial for us to put
God’s will over and above our own will and desires
(1 Kings 8:18-21; Rom. 12:2; 1 John 2:17). Both
David and Solomon followed what God wanted
each of them to accomplish. David conceived the
building of the Temple, Solomon constructed it.
At the end, we see God keeping His Word, giving
honor to whom honor is due and blessing what
was done for His name and glory.

2. Solomon has been willing to make his fa-
ther’s project his own and has willingly used his
wisdom and all his resources to build what his fa-
ther David has planned (1 Kings 8:21). Let us
make the ministry as our own and as servants and
workers of the Lord do it with all our might, heart
and soul.

NOTHING SHALL OUR MOUTH SPEAK
BUT THE BLESSING OF THE WORD
AND THE GLORY OF GOD.

THROUGH THE BIBLE
IN AYEAR

CHAPTERS TO READ THIS WEEK:

To memorize one (1)
verse in every chapter,
tokens shall be
awarded to those who
can recite all memory
verses after every book. |
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PROV 25:11-12
1 THESS 1

2 COR. 4:16

2 COR. 5:5-8
JONAH 1

1 KINGS 19:1-7
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3. Some like David can plan, and others like Solomon
can build. Each one is a part of the wonderful work of

the Lord (1 Cor. 3:6-8).

4. There is continuity in the work of the Lord when
all involved are willing to do their part without com-

plaint (Phil. 2:14; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 6:6).

—BP’s Messages/David Robinson, Through the
Bible/Life Application Study Bible 12.11.16
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For 480 years after Israel's escape from Egypt, God
did not ask His people to build a Temple for Him. Instead,
He emphasized the importance of His presence among
them and their need for spiritual leaders. It is easy to
think of a building as a focus of God's presence and power,
but God chooses and uses people to do His work. Building
or enlarging our place of worship maybe necessary, but it
should never take priority over spiritual leaders.

Solomon declared that even the highest heavens
cannot contain God. Isn't it amazing that, though the heav-
ens cannot contain Him, He is willing to live in the hearts
of those who love Him? The God of the universe takes up
residence in the lives of His own people.—Life Application
Study Bible



